122                   JACKALS AND PANTHERS.

is taken. This the Nizam frequently does and
gives it to a charity.

Our dinner-table was spread in a rice stubble-
field, being more airy in the evening than under
the trees. As soon as it was dark, we were greeted
by most melancholy music from hundreds of
jackals who had scented our whereabouts. These
animals travel in large packs and exchange con-
versation with one another. One party is sup-
posed to say, * I smell the body of a dead Hindoo-
oo-oo.' Then in the distance is heard, c Where !
Where! Where!' followed by the reply, ' Here 1
Here P This noise goes on at intervals through
the night, and the effect is weird and melancholy
to a degree.

Our camp had been visited by a panther the

previous night, so we tied up all the dogs for

Wety in our tents.   Panthers seem to  prefer

dipgs' flesh to any other, and, although naturally

ay beasts, will come boldly into a camp at night

. :er their favourite food.   As an instance of the

idness of their pursuit of this quarry, even in